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The European Parliament and the TTIP

[24-02-2015 - 14:59]

Talks between the EU and US on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
(TTIP) could lead to the world's largest bilateral free-trade area. Increased market
access and trading opportunities and the removal of unnecessary regulation and
red tapecould help boost economic growth and create jobs on both sides of the
Atlantic. However, there are also concerns about possible adverse impacts.

As co-legislator on the EU’s trade agreements, Parliament has taken on the responsibility
of ensuring that the talks on TTIP are transparent and that the final outcome is a “good
deal”. As Parliament's TTIP-spokesperson and rapporteur, Bernd Lange (S&D, DE), puts
it. “an agreement which respects European values stimulates sustainable growth and
contributes to the well-being of all citizens”.

As this is the most ambitious and wide-ranging trade deal the EU has ever negotiated it
has a potential impact on many areas of EU pubilic life. In the current review of the talks,
led by Parliament's committee on international trade, 14 other parliamentary committees
are working in parallel to produce opinions on the impact of TTIP in their respective
subject areas.
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Background

The role of the European Parliament

Once the talks are completed the deal has to have the consent of the European
Parliament, as well as the backing of EU member countries, before it can enter into force.
The negotiations are conducted by the EU Commission. The mandate for the negotiators —
setting out what has to be achieved and safeguarded during the talks — is adopted by the
EU Council. Although Parliament only has the power to monitor the talks process while it is
under way, it has the political clout, as one of the two final co-legislators, to influence the
direction of the talks and sound the alarm if it considers that they are going in the wrong
direction.
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Background

TTIP talks opened up by the European Parliament

The trade negotiations currently under way between the EU and the United States are by
far the most transparent trade negotiations ever conducted by the European Union. This is
largely as a result of the demands made by Parliament, which showedd back in 2012,
when it rejected the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA, the controversial
intellectual property protection agreement), that it understands its substantial powers in
trade and is not afraid to use them. As co-legislator, it has charged itself with ensuring
maximum transparency for the public during the talk's process and providing a platform for
a public debate with EU businesses and citizens, so that important concerns and interests
can be taken on board.
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Background

How does Parliament ensure the democratic transparency of the
TTIP talks?

A) Monitoring group briefings

The EU Commission negotiators brief MEPs before and after each round of talks on its
plans and the progress achieved. Parliament's TTIP monitoring group includes the trade
committee chair, who is also Parliament's rapporteur on the deal and the shadow
rapporteurs. The chairs and rapporteurs of the 14 other EP committees specializing in the
areas potentially affected by the TTIP are also invited to join the meetings.

B) "Transparency initiative”

At the European Parliament's insistence, the European Commission agreed to publish
the EU position documents. It also decided to grant all MEPs access to the restricted
negotiating documents with the use of a special "reading room”. They are not allowed to
share these documents publicly but they can get a real insight into the progress of the
talks.

C) The mandate

Before the negotiations started in May 2013, Parliament, after consultations with EU
stakeholders and citizens, backed the opening of the talks with conditions, containing both
‘red lines’ and ‘offensive interests’, that were taken into account in the negotiating mandate
later adopted by the EU Council.

D) The “mid-term review”

The new Parliament is currently taking stock of the progress made so far after eighteen
months of talks and following a change of legislators on both sides of the Atlantic. Eight
rounds have been concluded so far.

Parliament's assessment will be contained in its recommendations to the EU negotiators.
Parliament will adopt its final recommendations in a vote in May. The TTIP rapporteur
Bernd Lange (DE, S&D) has drafted a proposal for these recommendations but the final
text will also reflect the opinions of the 14 other committees involved and amendments
tabled by MEPs. All the debates on the progress of the talks are taking place in public.

Scroll down to see the calendar of debates in all committees, see video recordings of
debates already conducted and read the texts already adopted.

E) Hearings
As part of its stock-taking exercise on the impact of the future deal on all areas of EU

public policy, Parliament holds public hearings and workshops attended by experts,
stakeholders in different fields, businesses and citizen activists.
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http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1230
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1231
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1231
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20130520IPR08593/html/EUUS-trade-talks-keep-Parliament-on-board-MEPs-warn
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2013-0227+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&mode=XML&language=EN&reference=PE549.135
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Background

The procedure: recommendations for the TTIP negotiators in the
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Background

TTIP Public Hearings and Workshops

18 March 2015

INTA hearing "What's in it for the Europeans?"

24 February 2015

ITRE/INTA joint hearing "Impact of TTIP on ITRE policy area".

24 February 2015

JURI hearing on "Administrative procedures in the EU and US".

24 February 2015

IMCO/INTA joint hearing on "TTIP: Challenges and Opportunities for the Internal Market".
27 January 2015

JURI/INTA joint hearing held on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
I(ﬁ'el'l'glel:’s)é)l?iegulatory Aspects and Investor-State Dispute Settlement/Arbitration (Press

2 December 2014

EMPL/INTA joint hearing held on Employment and social aspects of the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).

1 April 2014

INTA workshop held on Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) provisions in the EU's
International Investment Agreements, including TTIP. See Proceedings of the Workshop
and Studies related to this workshop.

18 March 2014

ECON public hearing held on the TTIP and Financial Services Regulation.

17 March 2014

IMCO public hearing held on the Impact of the TTIP on the Internal Market.

11 February 2014

JURI public hearing held on Regulatory coherence and the implementation of EU law in
the context of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.

14 October 2013

INTA public hearing held on Trade and Economic Relations with the United States. Titile:
'The regulatory part in the TTIP negotiations'.

30 May 2012

INTAworkshop held on Transatlantic Economic Relations. Title: "Two heads are better
than one'.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/events-hearings.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/juri/events.html;jsessionid=66539BBB76CF0B67664424212A3AF162.node1?id=20150224CHE00181
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/events.html?id=20150210CHE00121
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/events-hearings.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150126STO15022/html/TTIP-spotlight-on-the-sensitive-issues-at-EP-public-hearing
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20150126STO15022/html/TTIP-spotlight-on-the-sensitive-issues-at-EP-public-hearing
http://www.polcms.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/56342f10-12e5-4711-b565-aaf7b77f6460/att_20141201ATT94236-7096926658674169609.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/534979/EXPO_STU(2014)534979_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2014/534979/EXPO_STU(2014)534979(ANN01)_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/econ/dv/draftprogrammettip_/draftprogrammettip_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/imco/dv/hearingonttip_/hearingonttip_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201402/20140206ATT78916/20140206ATT78916EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201310/20131009ATT72624/20131009ATT72624EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201207/20120703ATT48242/20120703ATT48242EN.pdf

